Welcome

ADVENT ONE
30 November 2025

St Paul’s Ipswich &
St Thomas’ Ipswich North

Today—St Paul’s

7:00am Holy Communion
Rev’'d Mpole Masemola

8:30am Holy Communion by Extension
Chris Montgomery

11:30am South Sudanese Dinka Service
Rev’d Simon Arok, Rev’d Elizabeth Chol,
Rev’d Rachael Adut

5:30pm Advent Carol Service
Rev’d Mpole Masemola

—St Thomas’

8:30am Holy Communion
Rev’'d Mpole Masemola

Readings

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:9-14; Matthew 24:36-44

Events for this week -

Sunday:
4:00pm Ipswich Anglican Food Ministry

Tuesday: 10:30am Holy Communion—St Paul’s
Following Service Bible Study: Break Open the Word

Wednesday:

9:00am Holy Communion—Bundaleer Aged Care
3:00pm Little Church Garden—Basin Pocket
6:00pm Beginner's New Testament Greek Class

Thursday:
7:00pm Bible Study: Text for Next Sunday—Via Zoom

Friday:
7:00am Holy Communion—St Paul’s

Saturday:
4:00pm Church Gardening Group—St Paul’s

Zlnglican

Church
lpswich Anglican Community

Contact information

Parish Office Hours:
Monday—Friday: 9:00am—2:00pm

Parish Office phone: (07) 3812 0377

Postal address:
PO Box 168, Ipswich Qld 4305

Email: ipswich@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
ipswichanglicans

Website: www.ipswichanglicans.org

St Paul’s Church

Address:

124 Brisbane Street, Ipswich Qld 4305
St Paul’s Op Shop:

Monday—Friday: 9:00am—2:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am—12:00pm

St Thomas’ Church
Address:
15 Lawrence Street, North Ipswich Qld 4305

Clergy Contact Information
Rev'd Mpole Masemola 0416 073 519

Email: mpole.masemola@anglicanchurchsg.org.au

Parish Prayer

God of new beginnings, bless our Ipswich Anglican
Community with a fresh vision for the future, with
generous hearts to love one another, and with
courage for the changes we now embrace. Draw us
more deeply into the mystery of Christ, so that we
draw closer to you and to each other. Make us a
blessing to the city of Ipswich as we walk together
into the future you have prepared for us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Acknowledgment of Country

The Ipswich Anglican Parish Community respectfully
acknowledges the Traditional Owners as custodians
of the land and waters we share. We pay our
respects to their elders past, present and emerging,
as the keepers of the traditions, customs, cultures
and stories of proud peoples.



Next Week in the Parish

Sunday (7 December) Advent 2
—St Paul’s

Message from Rev’d Mpole Masemola

7:00am Holy Communion
Rev’'d Mpole Masemola

8:30am Holy Communion (Combined Service)
The Most Rev’d Jeremy Greaves

Rev’'d Mpole Masemola

Includes Blessing of Red Bench and Morning Tea

5:30pm Prayer & Praise
Keith Gibson

—St Thomas’

NO Service—Combined Service at St Paul’s

Next Sunday Readings:

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-21; Romans 15:4-13;
Matthew 3:1-12

Events for Next Week (from Sunday 7 Dec)

Sunday:
4:00pm Ipswich Anglican Food Ministry

Monday: 6:30pm New Testament Bible Study

Tuesday: 10:30am Holy Communion—St Paul’s
Following Service Bible Study: Break Open the Word

Wednesday:

9:30am Holy Communion—St Thomas
Following Service Mature Persons Fellowship
3:00pm Little Church Garden—Basin Pocket
6:00pm Beginner's New Testament Greek Class

Thursday:
7:00pm Bible Study: Text for Next Sunday—Via Zoom

Friday:
7:00am Holy Communion—St Paul’s
6:00pm Carols on the Lawn—St Paul’s

Saturday:
7:30am Men'’s Fellowship Breakfast—St Paul’s Hall
4:00pm Church Gardening Group—St Paul’s

Please be advised any attendees at a service or
anyone entering the church grounds may be
recorded on video and, in the case of a church
service, may be included in the livestream broadcast
online.

“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my
unfailing love for you will not be shaken.” (Isaiah 54:10)

Advent has arrived! This season marks the beginning of a new church
year—a time to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, who
brings hope and a kingdom built on eternal foundations.

It seems fitting that as we enter Advent, we’ve just weathered some
literal storms here in South East Queensland. Many parishioners
spent long hours—some even a full day—without power due to the
fierce winds that swept through our suburbs. Trampolines relocated
themselves to street corners, and neighbourhoods faced surprising
chaos. Such disruptions remind us of how fragile and fleeting the
structures of everyday life can be.

But storms have not been limited to the skies above us. Across the
globe, figurative storms rage on in the realms of politics, economics,
and social life. Political unrest, economic volatility, and cultural
divisions continue to shake foundations. Yet, Advent calls us to lift our
eyes above the turbulence, to anticipate the coming of our
Sovereign—a King whose reign is eternal, built not on transient
systems but on justice, peace, and unfailing love.

This Advent season also invites us into action and reflection. As part
of the global 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, our
church has displayed placards around the building to shine a light on
this critical issue. These signs are a call to prayer, advocacy, and
awareness, reminding us of Christ’s heart for justice and care for the
vulnerable.

Next Sunday, Archbishop Jeremy Greaves will join us to celebrate this
season of anticipation and hope. His visit is particularly special as he
will bless the *Red Bench, a visible symbol of our commitment to
ending violence in all its forms. The Red Bench stands as a testament
to our faith in Christ’s kingdom—where all are valued and peace
reigns.

As we move through this season, let us hold fast to the promise of
Advent, trusting that, amidst the storms, Christ is coming to make all
things new. Lift up your hearts, for our Eternal King approaches!

Yours in the service of Christ,
Mpole
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The Return of Jesus

Prayers for Healing

AUSTRALIA ‘

‘They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Jesus who saves us from the
coming wrath’ (1 Thessalonians 1:9-10)

As the season of Advent reminds us, we are waiting for the return of Jesus in all his glory
to judge the world. We can be confident in his mercy, as we trust what he did in his first
appearing — he saved us and so he will save us. Judgement sounds frightening, and it is.
But we are glad that a just God will deal with sin and evil once and for all. As well, in the
midst of the turmoil of the end, we will see Jesus, the one was sent into the world to be
our Saviour. There is an old hymn which runs ‘Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his
wonderful face and the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory
and grace’. Good advice!

Question for thought: Are the eyes of your heart fixed on Jesus?
Almighty God, we pray for all those throughout the world who are victims and survivors
of domestic abuse. May there be an end to this terrible suffering. Please heal, renew and

guard them. We ask that they will bring their cares to you and that they will know the
peace that passes all understanding. Amen.

Pray Daily

Marion Corry
Janet Shailer
Margaret Murphy
Kade Johnson
Jan Mundt
Barbara Hayward
Heather James
Angela Lawrence
Nicole Woodward
Barry Blake
Tina Moore
Louise Gardner
Jackie Cornish
Kathy Chevalier
Cheryl Marsh
Don Rossiter
Hellen Bongomin
Jan Grieve
Sue Porche
Lesley Briggs
Rebecca Parry
Gary Seymour
Nerida Lord
Chris Ingham

Year’s mind

https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2025/11/19/pray-daily-december-2025/

The Anglican Communion

e The Anglican Church of Australia
e The Parish of Brishane Mar Thoma Church: TGregorios Mar Stephanos Episcopa
e Anglicare SQ Out of Home Care, Central Region — Fraser & Gympie Residential

Next Sunday—Archbishop Jeremy Greaves Joins Us.
This will be a combined affair at St Paul’s with members from our three
congregations participating in the service and the refreshments afterwards.
Please bring a plate to share for morning tea.

Upcoming Events-December
e Carols on the Lawn—Friday 12 December @ St Paul’s.
e Men’s Fellowship Breakfast—Saturday 13 December @ St
Paul’s Hall.
e All Age Service—Sunday 14 December @ St Thomas’.
e Parish Christmas Dinner—Sunday 14 December @
St Thomas’ Hall.
e Christmas Raffle—Tickets available at STC or Parish Office

Bill Wilson
Jamie Claridge
Helen Williams

Kaye Milliner
Thelma Radloff

Dot Knight
Lorna Wagner
Grahame Briggs

Norma Mahoney
Billy Elson-Green
Arthur Shaw
Ashley Fenton
Richard Bond

H=
[=]

For Direct Parish Offerings
please scan the above

QR Code

November Mission Giving: Our
giving to mission work outside the
Parish via the Planned Giving
envelopes will go to help support the
work of Prison Fellowship Australia

If you or anyone you know would like to receive

Pastoral Care please contact:
Parish Office (3812 0377)
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We pray for the victims of such
abuse and ask that you will

heal, renew and guard them.

and that churches everywhere N [ X _{ [ V [ N ,[ 1 ,S D
end to such evil and a new day

will welcome and support them.
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But I will sing of your strg@yth %ornmg I
will sing-of your love; foryeu are my-fortress,
my refuge in times of trouble. psaim 59:16

Celebrate Advent and Christmas
at St Paul’s Church, Ipswich & St Thomas’ Church, North Ipswich

ADVENT CAROLS SERVICE — ST PAUL’S CHURCH
Sunday, 30 November @5.30pm

CAROLS ON THE LAWN - ST PAUL’S CHURCH
Friday,12 December @ 6.00pm

NINE LESSONS & CAROLS — ST PAUL’S CHURCH
Sunday, 21 December @ 5.30pm

FAMILY SERVICE — ST PAUL’S CHURCH
Christmas Eve @ 5.30pm

FAMILY SERVICE — ST THOMAS' CHURCH
Christmas Eve @ 6.30pm

MIDNIGHT SERVICE — ST PAUL’'S CHURCH
Christmas Eve @ 11.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY — ST PAUL’S CHURCH
Thursday, 25 December @ 8.30am

This Christmas, add
your gift to the Bowl.

Continue the legacy.
Act for peace.

CHRISTMAS @ HOME
Visit our faith@HOME page for ideas for celebrating Advent
and Christmas within your home.

PLEASE GIVE TODAY

Call 1800 025 101,
visit christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au
or simply scan this QR code.

CHRISTMAS BOWL

\3/ Make a difference in someone’s life with your gift to the annual

Christmas Bow| Appeal.

ACT FORPEACE - Christmas

National Council of B
CONFRONTING INJUSTICE TOGETHER v"
THROUGH THE actalliance 3= 7 Churches in Australia OWI

The Christmas Bowl is the Christmas appeal of Act for Peace, the international . . . p .
humanitarian agency of the National Council of Churches in Australia. ABN 86 619 970 188 WWW-'DSW|ChanE|ICanS-OrR-aU/ChrlStmaS'WOFShID

000607_35413




