Welcome

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
15 March 2026

St Paul’s Ipswich &
St Thomas’ Ipswich North

Today—St Paul’s

7:00am Holy Communion
Rev’'d Mpole Masemola, Rev’d Allana Wales

8:30am Holy Communion by Extension (incl Kids Time with God)
Peter Taylor

11:30am South Sudanese Dinka Service
Rev'd Elizabeth Chol, Rev’d Rachael Adut

5:30pm Afternoon Eucharist
Rev’d Mpole Masemola

—St Thomas’

8:30am Holy Communion (incl Children’s Ministry)
Rev’'d Mpole Masemola, Rev’d Allana Wales

Readings

1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

Events for this week -

Sunday: 4:00pm Ipswich Anglican Food Ministry
Monday: 6:30pm New Testament Bible Study
Tuesday:

10:30am Holy Communion—St Paul’s

Following Service Bible Study: Break Open the Word

Wednesday: 10:30am Holy Communion—Brassall Village

Thursday:
7:00pm Bible Study: Text for Next Sunday-Via Zoom

Friday:
7:00am Holy Communion by Extension— St Paul’s

Saturday:
4:00pm Church Gardening Group—St Paul’s

Zlnglican

Church
lpswich Anglican Community

Contact information

Parish Office Hours:
Monday—Friday: 9:00am—2:00pm
Parish Office phone: (07) 3812 0377

Postal address:

PO Box 168, Ipswich Qld 4305

Email: ipswich@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
ipswichanglicans

Website: www.ipswichanglicans.org

St Paul’s Church
Address:
124 Brisbane Street, Ipswich Qld 4305

St Paul’s Op Shop:
Monday—Friday: 9:00am—2:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am—12:00pm

St Thomas’ Church
Address:
15 Lawrence Street, North Ipswich Qld 4305

Clergy Contact Information
Rev'd Mpole Masemola 0416 073 519

Email: mpole.masemola@anglicanchurchsq.org.au

Rev'd Allana Wales 0422 132 906

Email: allana.wales@anglicanchurchsqg.org.au

Parish Prayer

God of new beginnings, bless our Ipswich Anglican
Community with a fresh vision for the future, with
generous hearts to love one another, and with
courage for the changes we now embrace. Draw us
more deeply into the mystery of Christ, so that we
draw closer to you and to each other. Make us a
blessing to the city of Ipswich as we walk together
into the future you have prepared for us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Acknowledgment of Country

The Ipswich Anglican Parish Community respectfully
acknowledges the Traditional Owners as custodians
of the land and waters we share. We pay our
respects to their elders past, present and emerging,
as the keepers of the traditions, customs, cultures
and stories of proud peoples.



Next Week in the Parish

Sunday (22 Mar) 5th Sunday in Lent
—St Paul’s

Message from Rev'd Mpole Masemola

7:00am Holy Communion
Rev’'d Mpole Masemola

8:30am Holy Communion (incl Kids Time with God)
Rev’'d Mpole Masemola

11:30am South Sudanese Dinka Service
Rev’d Elizabeth Chol, Rev’d Rachael Adut

5:30pm Choral Evensong
Rev’'d Mpole Masemola

—St Thomas’

8:30am Holy Communion by Extension
(incl Children’s Ministry)
Chris Raymont

Next Sunday Readings:
Ezekiel 37;1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11;
John 11:1-45

Events for Next Week (from Sunday 22 Mar)

Sunday:
4:00pm Ipswich Anglican Food Ministry

Tuesday:
10:30am Holy Communion—St Paul’s

Following Service Bible Study: Break Open the Word

6:30pm Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday:
9:30am Holy Communion—St Thomas’

Following Service Mature Age Persons Fellowship

Thursday:

7:00pm Bible Study: Text for Next Sunday-Via Zoom

Friday:
7:00am Holy Communion by Extension— St Paul’s
9:30am Lent Study—St Thomas’ Hall

Saturday:
2:00pm John Stainers the Crucifixion—St Paul’s
4:00pm Church Gardening Group—St Paul’s

Please be advised any attendees at a service or
anyone entering the church grounds may be
recorded on video and, in the case of a church
service, may be included in the livestream broadcast
online.

Thirst for Peace in a World of Broken Promises

The reading from last Sunday, third Sunday in Lent are full of thirst
and water: Israel crying out for water in the wilderness, the psalmist
proclaiming God as “the rock of our salvation”, St Paul reminding us
that we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
long, intimate conversation between Jesus and the Samaritan woman
at the well.

This year, those images meet us in a world that feels painfully dry. As
we hear again the familiar Lenten call to repentance and peace, we do
so against the backdrop of escalating global conflict, the threat of
wider war, and repeated pleas from church leaders such as the
Archbishop of Jerusalem to pray for peace not only in the Holy Land,
but across the Middle East and beyond. Humanity is thirsty for peace
in the desert of 21st century unrest.

It is tempting, like the Israelites at Massah and Meribah, to cry out: “Is
the Lord among us or not?” We have seen diplomatic openings for
peace, then watched them close. Promises are made, talks begin, but
the hope of lasting peace slips through our fingers yet again.

The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman can easily be
misread as a confrontation with a notorious sinner. But many biblical
scholars suggest another picture: a woman marked not by scandal but
by misfortune. The reference to multiple “husbands” likely reflects
levirate marriage customs, in which a widow would marry her late
husband’s brother so that his line might continue. If so, she is
someone to whom stability and security have been repeatedly
promised, yet never fully given.

In this woman, we can glimpse all of us. Ordinary people —in
Palestine, in South Sudan, in Iran, in Burma, all across the world — find
themselves passed from one set of political “husbands” to another,
from one revolution, regime, or peace plan to the next. The promises
are many; the fulfilment is thin. Like the woman at the well, humanity
longs for a life that is not defined by broken covenants and halfZlkept
VOWS.

Into this thirst, Jesus speaks of “living water” — a deep, inner well of
life that does not run dry. At the heart of that living water is a
renewed understanding of our shared humanity: that every person is
made in the image of God; that to hate another is, in a sense, to hate
our own deepest essence; that our national, ethnic, racial, and class
identities, while real, cannot bear the weight of ultimate loyalty.

The peace Christ offers is not a vague spiritual feeling. It is a way of
seeing and living in which we recognise one another first and
foremost as children of God, as persons who are planted in the divine
humanity we see in Christ. This is the vision echoed by Christian
leaders across the world — from Jerusalem to Chelmsford, from
Washington to South Sudan — who call us beyond narrow identity and
enmity towards a fuller, richer humanity grounded in the eternal love
of God.

See over -
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MOTHERS UNION

Building Community

Prayers for Healing

AUSTRALIA ‘

‘Honour her for all that her hands have done, and let her works bring her praise at the
city gate’ Proverbs 31:31.

There are some remarkable women in the Bible, women such as Ruth, Esther and Mary
and the woman described in Proverbs 31. Both men and women are meant to build
community, to care for families, neighbours and those in need. Good community is a way
in which God sustains us. Our worldwide Mothers Union is one such community. It is
especially important that we pray for each other and care for one another. So much good
is done in this way, and the essential role of women in building community is
strengthened. We are so grateful to celebrate the 150" year since Mary Sumner initiated
such an important work.

Question for thought: How do | help Mothers Union world-wide?

Heavenly Father, we pray for the Diocese of Antisiranana in Madagascar and thank you
for members’ enthusiasm as they serve in a country with much poverty. May they be
assured of your presence with them as serve you through prayer, social action and
community development. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Pray Daily

https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2026/02/20/pray-daily-march-2026/

The Anglican Communion

Marion Corry
Janet Shailer
Margaret Murphy
Kade Johnson
Jan Mundt
Barbara Hayward
Heather James
Nicole Woodward
Barry Blake
Tina Moore
Louise Gardner
Jackie Cornish
Kathy Chevalier
Cheryl Marsh
Don Rossiter
Hellen Bongomin
Jan Grieve
Sue Porche
Lesley Briggs
Rebecca Parry
Gary Seymour
Nerida Lord
Chris Ingham
June Pidgeon
Brian French
Reg Bond

Year’s mind

e The Anglican Church of Kenya

e The Diocese of Melbourne: tRic Thorpe; Assistant Bishops — TGenieve Blackwell, tPaul
Barker, tKate Prowd; Clergy and People

e The Parish of Tara:

e Liturgical Assistants in parishes and schools

e St Paul’s School, Bald Hills: Principal — John O’Sullivan Williams; Chaplains — Nicki
Colledge; staff & students

Continued ...

This Lent, as we watch a weary world gather once more around the wells of politics and
power, we are invited to something more. Not a theocracy, but a renewed witness: to
find fresh words and courageous actions to share the gospel of love of neighbour, even
enemy; to proclaim that God is still among us; and to trust that Christ, the Rock, can
cause the waters of true humanity and lasting peace to flow in even the driest of places.

Mpole Masemola

Please note: there is no Lent Study on Friday 20th March.

If you or anyone you know would like to receive
Pastoral Care please contact: POLOT

Parish Office (3812 0377) R

Hugh Goodger
George Roots
Phyllis Stuve
Dulcie Wells
Mary Baden Fitzgibbon
Ethel Thompson
Christina Joseph

F
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For Direct Parish Offerings
please scan the above
QR Code

March Mission Giving: Our
giving to mission work outside the
Parish via the Planned Giving
envelopes will go to help support the
work of Mission to Seafarers



Mothering Sunday
Retiring Collection
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® Sunday

15 March 2026

We seek your support for the Mothering Sunday

Retiring Collection for the AMUA Target Project for 2026.
The project is to deliver Literacy Programs in three Dio-

ceses of the Solomon Islands.

Flyers on the Notice Boards provide more details. Any
financial contributions will be greatly appreciated and
plates will be provided at the main entrance of
both churches.

Thank You.

AMUA Mothering Sunday
Overseas Target Project 2026-2027
TEACHING ADULTS LITERACY

o
S0 IN THE
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SOLOMON ISLANDS

AMUA branches will again celebrate Mothering Sunday and invite parishioners to
contribute to our retiring collection to support Mothers Union work.

AMUA accepted the invitation from
~ Mary Sumner House to support
women in the three Solomon Island
Dioceses of Ysabel, Malaita and
Guadalcanal. Literacy skills taught
will enable women to become more
independent and self-reliant,
enabling them to participate more
effectively in church, community and
" family activities. This will result in
more stable families and decrease

~ levels of family violence. Please keep
the team in your prayers as they

work with local communities and...

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Running for
Premature Babies

Hello,
My name is Keith, and | am taking part in a very special marathon this year
that is all about raising funds for a foundation that is near and dear to me and my family’s heart.
The foundation is called “Running for Premature Babies”.

The charity was founded in memory of triplets who were unable to overcome the battle
of being born prematurely.

Like these triplets, my sister Hayley was also born prematurely.
Unfortunately, with Hayley being only 23 weeks old at that time,
the hospitals just didn’t have the equipment or knowledge to save her life.

She would have been 36 this year.

| run this marathon in memory of her and through your donations,
it would be going directly to helping save future babies who are simply born too early.

Let’s work together to save future lives!

=%

40,800 people
have run for this cause.

Thank you.

®6
21,250 babies
have benefitted from equipment
purchased with funds.

gsh

$12 million
has been raised since 2007.

Simply scan the QR Code
and follow the prompts
to donate.

Thank you so much.
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Ml Children (15 and under) Free

r Choir

Organ - Dr. Ross W d\sor

Director - Jacob Fowler

St. Paul’s Anglican Chamb

Featured Soloists
Oliver King  Nic Wallace
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St. Paul’s Anglican éhurch
28th of March 2:00pm

w Tickets: Adult $15; Concessions $10;

For Ticket Purchase: https://events.humanitix.com/stainer-
s-the-crucifixion-st-paul-s-anglican-chamber-choir
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Fstainer-s-the-crucifixion-st-paul-s-anglican-chamber-choir&data=05%7C02%7Cipswich%40anglicanchurchsq.org.au%7C29c9518ef5fb448cb64a08de7f38be30%7Ce01ad06d365944099991d5c9c
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Fstainer-s-the-crucifixion-st-paul-s-anglican-chamber-choir&data=05%7C02%7Cipswich%40anglicanchurchsq.org.au%7C29c9518ef5fb448cb64a08de7f38be30%7Ce01ad06d365944099991d5c9c

