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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

Processional Hymn: We are your people, Spirit of grace [TIS 468] 

The Invocation 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

The Greeting 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country 

Sentence 
Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, let us press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 
call of God in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 3.13b–14 
Prayer of Approach 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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Confession 

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, welcoming sinners and 
inviting them to the Lord's table. 

Silence may be kept. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a sincere and a 
true heart. 

Merciful God, 
our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you 
in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Absolution 

Almighty God, 
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith, 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Hymn of Praise, Gloria in excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Collect  

Almighty God, 
your Son Jesus was the stone rejected by the builders, 
and, by your doing, 
he has been made the chief cornerstone: 
grant that, by the power of his Spirit working in us, 
we may become living stones 
built up into your dwelling place, 
a temple holy and acceptable to you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading Exodus 20.1-4; 7-9; 12-20 
Then God spoke all these words:  I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery;  you shall have 
no other gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself an idol, 
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  You shall 
not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 
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will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.  Remember the sabbath 
day, and keep it holy.  For six days you shall labour and do all your 
work.  Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be 
long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.  You shall not 
murder.  You shall not commit adultery.  You shall not steal.  You shall 
not bear false witness against your neighbour.  You shall not covet your 
neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male 
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbour.  When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, 
the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid 
and trembled and stood at a distance,  and said to Moses, ‘You speak to 
us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will 
die.’  Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come 
only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not 
sin.’  

Hear the word of the Lord,  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 19 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God: 
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork; 
2 One day tells it to another: 
and night to night communicates knowledge. 
3 There is no speech or language: 
nor are their voices heard; 
4 Yet their sound has gone out through all the world: 
and their words to the ends of the earth. 
5 There he has pitched a tent for the sun: 
which comes out as a bridegroom from his chamber, 
and rejoices like a strong man to run his course. 
6 Its rising is at one end of the heavens, 
and its circuit to their farthest bound: 
and nothing is hidden from its heat. 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul: 
the command of the Lord is true, 
and makes wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the Lord are right, 
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and rejoice the heart: 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endures for ever: 
the judgements of the Lord are unchanging, 
and righteous every one. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much fine gold: 
sweeter also than honey, 
than the honey that drips from the comb. 
11 Moreover, by them is your servant taught: 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can know their own unwitting sins?: 
O cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins, 
lest they get the mastery over me: 
so I shall be clean, and innocent of great offence. 
14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable in your sight: 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 

 

Second Reading  Philippians 3 

Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same 
things to you is not troublesome to me, and for you it is a 
safeguard.  Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of 
those who mutilate the flesh!  For it is we who are the circumcision, 
who worship in the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no 
confidence in the flesh—  even though I, too, have reason for 
confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 
flesh, I have more:  circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; 
as to the law, a Pharisee;  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless.  Yet whatever gains I had, 
these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
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Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death,  if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.  Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached 
the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own.  Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead,  I press on towards the goal for the prize of 
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us then who are 
mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about 
anything, this too God will reveal to you.  Only let us hold fast to what 
we have attained.  Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and 
observe those who live according to the example you have in us.  For 
many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of 
them, and now I tell you even with tears.  Their end is destruction; their 
god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on 
earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that 
we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will transform the 
body of our humiliation so that it may be conformed to the body of his 
glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to 
himself. 

Hear the word of the Lord,  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hymn: I heard the voice of Jesus say [TIS 585] 
 
The Gospel                 Matthew 21.33-46 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
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 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 
country. 
 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 
collect his produce. 
 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. 
 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them 
in the same way. 
 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” 
 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 
 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?’ 
 They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at 
the harvest time.’ 
 Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
     has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
     and it is amazing in our eyes”? 
 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 
 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.’ 
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 
 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Sermon 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us together affirm the faith of the church. 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made 
of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
The celebrant says. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, trusting in the God who is 
our rock and our fortress, and who calls us to labour in the vineyard 
with patient and hopeful hearts. 
A minister continues 

God of all nations, who spoke through your prophet and sang 
through your servant Isaiah of the beloved vineyard, we pray for your 
Church throughout the world, for the Anglican Church of Australia, 
for Jeremy our Archbishop, and for the clergy and people of this 
Western region of our Diocese. Tend the vine you have planted 
among us; clear away the stones of hardness and neglect, and let us 
yield the harvest of justice and righteousness you look for.  
 Lord, in your mercy.  

Hear our prayer  
 

Creator God, whose grace is sufficient for us, whose power is made 
perfect in weakness, we pray for the earth and all its peoples. For 
those who govern the nations, for the care of this land, and for a just 
sharing of its gifts; where we are weary and heavy-laden, give us 
strength to labour on, and where we have turned your vineyard into 
a place of greed or violence, turn us again to your ways. 

Lord, in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer  

 
Loving God, we give thanks for the towns, farms, and families of our 
region, and we pray for all who work the soil and for those burdened 
by drought, hardship, or uncertainty. Teach us to bear the fruit of 
patience, kindness, and faithfulness; clothe us with the garment of 
your grace, that we may come to your table not in our own 
righteousness but in the mercy of Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer  

 
Merciful God, from whom no secret is hidden and who discerns our 
thoughts from far away, we pray for all who suffer in body, mind, or 



 11 

spirit, and for the sick, especially those mentioned in our pew 
bulletin. We commend also into your keeping those who have died in 
this time, especially those mentioned in our pew bulletin; search us 
and know us, hold us through every dark valley, and lead us in the 
way everlasting. 

Lord, in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer  

 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

  
Please join me as we pray the Ipswich Anglicans Prayer together: 

God of new beginnings, 
bless our Ipswich Anglican community 
with a fresh vision for the future, 
with generous hearts to love one another, 
and with courage for the changes we now embrace. 
Draw us more deeply into the mystery of Christ, 
so that we draw closer to you and to each other. 
Make us a blessing to the city of Ipswich  
as we walk together  
into the future you have prepared for us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 

Grant that what we have asked in faith 
we may by your grace receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  
We meet in his name and share his peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Offertory Hymn: Lord, I come to you [TIS 685] 
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Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life 

Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer. 
Fruit of the vine and work of human hands, 
it will become our spiritual drink 

Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory 
and for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty 
Creator, ever-living God. We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who by the power of your Spirit was born of 
Mary and lived as one of us.  
By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one 
true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for his 
people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising 
you and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread 
and wine, and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat 
and drink them may be partakers of Christ's body and blood. 
   
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; and when he had 
given you thanks he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
'Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.' 
 
After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks 
he gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'” 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

 
Therefore, in obedience to his command, 
we commemorate and celebrate 
his saving passion and death, 
his mighty resurrection and ascension into heaven 
and we eagerly await his coming again in glory. 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
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we worship you, Father eternal, 
in songs of never-ending praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 

As this broken bread was once many grains,  
which have been gathered together and made one bread:  

so may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 

Invitation to the Table 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
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Please note that intinction (dipping the bread) is forbidden as it is a health risk; it also 
introduces gluten to the wine, which is a further health risk to those who have a gluten 
allergy. Please ask the priest if you require a gluten free wafer.   
If you do not wish to drink from the cup but want to acknowledge the sacramental 
presence, please feel free to pause briefly before the chalice and say ‘Amen’.   

 
THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

 
Prayer after Communion 
Giver of life and love,  
we thank you that in this heavenly banquet  
you invigorate and renew us.  
Living in the unity of the Spirit, may we boldly use your gifts to 
continue your work in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Notices 
 
Blessing 

The peace of God which passes understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

Recessional Hymn:  We have a gospel to proclaim [TIS 245] 

 
The order of service is according to A Prayer Book for Australia, copyright 1995, the Anglican 
Church of Australia Trust Corporation; published under the imprint of Broughton Books, and 
reproduced with permission. Hymns are from Together in Song, and are reproduced with 
permission under CCLI Licence No. 1966 


