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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

Welcome & Acknowledgement of Country 
Advent Candle Lighting 
This week, we focus on the theme of hope, a light in our darkness and a 

promise of God’s faithfulness. 
 
Reference Verse: Romans 15:13 (NRSV) 
"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 
Let us pray: 
Heavenly Father, as we light this first candle of hope, remind us of the 

promises You have made. May this light fill our hearts with 
anticipation for the coming of Christ, who brings hope into our 
lives. Amen. 

 
Processional Hymn 

The advent of our God [TIS 271] 

The Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Scripture Sentence 

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in 
his paths.  

Isaiah 2:3a 

Collect for Purity  

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
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cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Ten Commandments 
Hear the commandments which God gave his people Israel. 
o I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of 

slavery; you shall have no other gods but me. 
o You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to 
them or serve them. 

o You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. 
o Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days shall you 

labour and do all you have to do, but the seventh day is the 
sabbath of the Lord your God. 

o Honour your father and your mother. 
o You shall do no murder. 
o You shall not commit adultery. 
o You shall not steal. 
o You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
o You shall not covet anything that is your neighbour’s. 

 
 
Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness  

The Lord comes, bringing to light things now hidden in darkness, and 
disclosing the purposes of the heart. 

Silence may be kept. 
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Let us open our hearts and prepare for his coming, confessing our 
sins in penitence and faith. 

Merciful God, 
our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you 
in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

These words of assurance from the First Letter of John declare that: 

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the offering for our sins, and not for us only, but for the 
sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2) 

 
Collect  

Faithful God, 
whose promises stand unshaken through all generations: 
renew us in hope, 
that we may be awake and alert 
watching for the glorious return of Jesus Christ, 
our Judge and Saviour, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

First Reading Isaiah 2.1-5 

 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 
 In days to come 
     the mountain of the Lord ’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
     and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
 Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord , 
     to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
     and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
     and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 He shall judge between the nations, 
     and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
     and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
     neither shall they learn war any more. 
 O house of Jacob, 
     come, let us walk 
     in the light of the Lord ! 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me: 

‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’ 
And now our feet are standing: 

within your gates, O Jerusalem; 
Jerusalem which is built as a city: 

where the pilgrims gather in unity. 
There the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord: 

as he commanded Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
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There are set thrones of judgement: 
the thrones of the house of David. 

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
may those who love you prosper. 

Peace be within your walls: 
and prosperity in your palaces. 

For the sake of my kindred and companions: 
I will pray that peace be with you. 

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God: 
I will seek for your good. 

Second Reading Romans 13.9-14 

The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself.’  Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is 
the fulfilling of the law.  Besides this, you know what time it is, how 
it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers;  the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light;  let us live honourably as in the day, 
not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.  Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 

Hear the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Hymn 

Hark a Herald voice is calling [TIS 264] 

 
The Gospel                    Matthew 24.36-44 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
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 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark,  and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man.  Then two will be in the field; one will 
be taken and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken and one will be left.  Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming.  But understand this: if the owner of the house had known 
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into.  Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

SERMON 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us together affirm the faith of the church. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
The celebrant says. 

Beloved friends, let us pray for the Church, for the city of Ipswich  
and the world, and for all who seek the light of Christ as we enter 
this holy season of Advent. 
 

The intercessor continues 
Almighty God, as we await the coming of your Son, we ask that you 
embolden your Church to be a beacon of hope and love. 
May we, in our worship and service, reflect your light to those who 
dwell in darkness. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
We pray for our leaders, especially for Jeremy our archbishop and 
metropolitan, Cameron our bishop and all our clergy, that they may 
guide us with wisdom and grace. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
We pray for the nations of the world, that they may turn toward 
justice and peace.  
In this season of anticipation, help us to cultivate hearts that yearn 
for reconciliation and understanding. 
We remember those who suffer due to injustice, oppression, and 
war, and we ask that your peace may reign in their hearts. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Gracious God, we lift up our communities to you, where fear and 
despair prevail. 
Help us to embody your compassion, to be the hands and feet of 
Christ to those who are marginalized or forgotten. 
May we share our resources and support one another in love and 
unity. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
We pray for those who are sick, lonely, or suffering, that they may 
feel your comforting presence. 
May they find hope in the promise of your Advent, and may we, as 
your body, reach out to them with care. 
Let our prayers embody a tangible expression of your love. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
In this holy season,  
we pause to remember those whom we have loved and lost, whose 
lives have enriched ours. 
We give thanks for their witness and faith, and ask that you grant 
them eternal rest in your loving embrace. 
May we be comforted by the hope of resurrection, and inspired by 
their example to seek you more fervently. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Finally, O Lord, as we journey through this season of preparation, 
attune our hearts to the signs of your coming. 
Help us to live in anticipation and joy, recognizing you in each 
moment of our lives. 
May we be ever mindful of your call to holiness. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

Please join me as we pray the Ipswich Anglicans Prayer together: 

God of new beginnings, 
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bless our Ipswich Anglican community 
with a fresh vision for the future, 
with generous hearts to love one another, 
and with courage for the changes we now embrace. 
Draw us more deeply into the mystery of Christ, 
so that we draw closer to you and to each other. 
Make us a blessing to the city of Ipswich  
as we walk together  
into the future you have prepared for us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
Grant that what we have asked in faith 
we may by your grace receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Offertory Hymn  

Let all mortal flesh keep silence [TIS 497] 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory 
and for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

COMMUNION 
In place of the usual Great Thanksgiving Prayer, the following words are said 
by the lay Minister. 
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The Gospel of St Luke tell us that: 

At supper with his disciples on the night he was betrayed Jesus took a 
cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among 
yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit 
of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” Then he took a loaf of 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them 
saying, “this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

The Ipswich Anglican community of which we are members, has taken this 
bread and wine, and given thanks over it according to our Lord’s command. I 
bring you these Holy Gifts so that you may share in the communion of our 
Lord’s body and blood. For these are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Table 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in 
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by 
faith with thanksgiving. 
 
THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Kids’ Time With God 
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Notices 

 
Prayer after Communion 
God for whom we wait, 
we thank you that you have fed us with the bread of life 
and the cup of salvation. 
As we joyfully await your Son, 
keep us ever watchful 
that we may be ready to stand before him 
on the day of his coming. 

 
Father, 
we offer ourselves to you 
as a living sacrifice 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
 
 
May the God of peace equip you with everything good for doing his 
will, working in you what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Recessional Hymn  

Come thou long expected Jesus [TIS 272] 
 
 
The order of service is according to A Prayer Book for Australia, copyright 1995, the Anglican 
Church of Australia Trust Corporation; published under the imprint of Broughton Books, and 
reproduced with permission. Hymns are from Together in Song, and are reproduced with 
permission under CCLI Licence No. 1966 
 


